Montoana DNRC Forestyr

AREAND AVIATION
MANAGEMENT

Aviation

Equipment Development

National Fire Plan

Fire Prevention
Fire Suppression
National Fire Plan

Training



NATIONAL FIRE PLAN

Forestry Division

Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation

Fire and Aviation Management Bureau

National Fire Plan

' l "he Mational Fire Plan ({NFP) was developed
in response to the severe wildfire seazon

of 2000, and 15 intended to prowide guidance

for activities needed to reduce the imp acts

of waldfire on communities and to ensure

that effective capacity exists for fighting

future waldfires. The NFP addresses five key

points; (1) Increase in preparedness and fire

suppresson capabilities; (2) Restoration and

rehabilitation of bumned areas; {3) Reduction of

hazardous fuels, (4) Community assistance; and

(51 Accountahility to the public and Congress.

mplementation ofthe NFF 15 guided by a

10 Year Comprehensive Srategy and an
implementation plan developed by the Westem
Gowemors’ Aszociation, 4 Collabaretive
Appracch for Reducing Wildire Risks to
Com mtities and the Bmidrommnent. DNEC
helps implement the NFP i Montanain
cooperation wath federal, state, tribal, and local
partners, and 12 responsible for administering
and delivenng a number of federally-funded
NFPprograms on state and private lands.

Accomplishments

Sncelnception of the Mation al Fire Flan,
OMNRE an d its pavtn ers have treated more
than 8,500 acres of private land in the
wildland/urkan interface. This represents
a reduced wildfive risk to hundyreds of
nomes and wmillions of doliars in propertyy
gl ue.

A Collaborative, Community
based Approach Provides

the Coordination Essential to
Mitigating Wildfire Risks

( )var 180 Montana communiti es are on the
federal ligt of wildlandfurhan 1nterface
(WUT) comtnunities within the wicinity of
federal lands that are af high risk from waldfire
Mitizating wildfire risks for these communities
1z a huge challenge, siven the extent ofthe
wotl needed to titigate risk the cost of the
wotl, and the number of landowners in need
of assistance Collaboration among federdl,
state, tribal, and local agencies and pnvate
landowners as well as coordination across land
ownership houndanes 1z essential to meeting
this challenge. Just as wildfires cross ownership
houndaries, so must efforts to reduce the
vulnerability of Montana communities.

' l"he MFP and the 10-Year Comprehensive
Strateey collaborative imnplementation
plan provide a framework that encourages
collahoration. Interagency collabhoration in
Montanais additionally facilitated by the
Iontana Fire Hazard Coordinating Commimittes,
whose members include the DMEC and other
state and federal agencies and assocations with
responahilities for mit gatng wildfire hazards.
Collahoration makes it possible to identify and
map areas ofwaldfire risk to dewelop plans
to mutizate risk to coordinate work on public
and private lands, and to priontze projects so
that limited resources are used to ritigate the

highest risks




The National Fire Plan

Why a National Fire Plan?

eatly 7 rullion acres bumed

throughout the 1.5 duning
the severe wildfire season of
2000, including ower 1 mllion
acres in Montana While the 2000
wildfire season was extreme,
officials recogrized that conditions
contributing to the seventy ofthe
seasory, such as unhealthy forests,
vears of fire suppression, and
persistent droughtin parts of the
west, could contribute to more
severe fire seasons in the future,
Increasing developmentin the

wildlandiurban interface (W) in
tnaty areas also meant that more
properties were at nsk, and that
cotnmunities and the nation would

likely continue to face the tremendous

costs aszociated with waldfires unless
acoordinated effort was mounted to
reduce wildfire risles. The Mational
Fire Flan (NFP) was developed to
provide gudance for coordinating

the efforts of federal, state, tribal, and
local agencies and private land owners

in planning and implementing the
work needed to reduce waldfire nsk

throughout the country.

Eifferroct wildfire in 2000

implementation of the
National Fire Plan »
Montana

“| he USDA Forest Service and
agencies belonging to the
1.5, Department of the Interior
{Bureau of Indian Affairs, Burean of
Land Managerment, Mational Park
Service, and 7.5 Fizh and Waldlife
Service) have responstbility for
implementati on of the NFE and
work in close cooperation with
partners such as the DIEC to plan
and implernent projects.

(‘l ofigress has provided funding
to the states for NFP projects
since 2001, The am ofthis
assistance 15 to reduce the risk

of losz ofhuman life, personal
property, and other assets due

to wildfire in the WUL DMNEC
administers orants awarded through
two federally-funded programs, the
Westem States WU Grant Program
and the Community Protection
Frogram. To date, DNEC has
administered over §6 million in
federal funding for projects which
include harard fuels reduction
information and education, and
communty and homeowner action.

l NEC delivers the grants
programs with the assistance
of local partners such as Resource
Conservation and Development
Areas and fire districts that work
directly with indiwdual landowners.
Wortlang with local partners iz
desirable because itincreases
DMEC s efficiency in administering
the programs, makes it posshle to
coordinate fuels treatments over
larger areas, and enables more
property owners to he assisted.

Partners Working
Togeiher 0 mplemeni
the NFP

MMontana Fire Hazard
Coordinating Committee
Bembers:

MT DHEC

T Department of Dizaster and
atd Emmergency Setvices

MT Aszociation of Counties

MT Fire Wardens

MT Fire Chuefs

Mational Parle Serwice

Matural Fesources Conservation
Service

Burean of Indian Affars

TEDA Forest Service

11 8 Fish and Wildlife Service

Burean of Land Manazement

Othe Partners:

Tn -County Fire Working Group

MT RC&D Areas

MT Logoine A ssocation

MT Wood Froducts Association

Society of Amencan Foresters

Bicfork Fire Distnct

Frenchtown Fire District

Greenough/Potomac Volunteer
Fire Dustnct

Parle County Volunteer Fire
Custrict _

Flathead Economic Policy Center

Bwan Ecosystem Center

International Assn. of Fire Chiefs

Morthern Roclaes Coordinating
Group
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Forficm of a wildfire risk map prepared by the Tri-Cowmify
Fire Working Group for Lewis and Clark, Jgfferson, and
Eroadwater cowmifies. Wildfire riskis based on popdation
density, fire Msfory, and fugl hazard Areas are ravied from
Ifo 12 i ferms of increasing risk. The lowest risk areas
are shevded pale blug, higher risk areas are shaded pellow
and or ange, with fhe highest risk shaded deep oremige. The
risk map is used fo help pricrifize fuels freafmert projects.

Frewise: A Cornerstone of Montana's NEF Program

lxh“."hilna COVErnment agencies l , irewise has produced
numerous educational

can provide technical

The Importance of Planning in
Wildfire Hazard Mitigation

W} ith many communities and mallions of
acres at sk from waldfire, comprehensive
planning 15 essertial so that hich-harard areas can
he identified, projects coordinated, and resources
directed to areas with the greatest hazards. Most
counties in Montana are either developing or have
already developed a wildfire protection plan. The
Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFEA) of 2003
provided incentives for communities to develop

a commutity wil dfire protection plan (CWEE),
Developing a CWEPF empowers communities to
take an active role in managng lands within or near
thetr municipal houndaries to protect them fom
wildfites and to mitizate losses from wildfires.

"1 herequirements for a CWPPindude

collahoration in developing the plan, prioritized
fuel reduction, and treatment of structural
ignitability. The Burean of Land Management has
provided financial and technical assistance through
the MFP to a number of counties for developing
wildfire protection plans, and helping communities
to develop CWEPs 13 anew focus for DNEC
DHEC s role includes being at the table as a
collaborator while the plan 15 being developed and
helping communities to deterrmine whether their
plan meets the requirements for a CWPP as defined
by the HFREA

educational efforts. The Bitter
Eoot Eesource Conservation

and Devel opment Area, Inc., for

materials for property owners and

and financial azastance for

hazardous fuel treatment and
creation of defensible space on
private lands, it 15 ultimatel v
the responsibility of private
landowmers to reduce hazards
on their property. The National
Wildland/Urban Interface Fire
FProgram created the Firewise
Program to help inform

landowners ahout the importance

of creating defensible space
on their property, and to help
dizserminate information ahout
firewrize practices that can help
landowmers and commumties
reduce wildfire hazards,

firefighters that describe firewaze
practices in hotme constnict on,
design and mantenance, and
landscaping. Some communities
in Montana have supplemented the
Firewise program with their own

example, has developed a Fire
Stnart Wagor, a concessons
trailer that has heen equipped as
amohile education center and
displayed at community events
throughout western Montana
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Hazardous Fuels Treatment in the Wildiand Urban Interface

ational Fire Flan funding admunistered by

DHEC 15 used for projects which address three
ofthe NFP’s key points: increased preparedness
and suppression capabilities, hazardous fuels
reduction, and community assistance. Since federal
funding first became avalablein 2001, DNEC has
adrministered over §6 million in grants that have
helped its local pattners impl ement projects that
address these three kev points.

Iereased
development in the
wildlad urban
inferface has it
more property,
struchures, mid
husimesses af riskof
Toss from wildiire,

National Fire Plan

“'-'ildﬁre has been a regular and recurring
natural phenomenon in Montana and the
fo;ﬁg;ﬁﬁm state’s natural ecosystems are adapted to the
strucfures lack petiodic ocourrence of fire Nearly a century
defensible space. o f il dfire suppression has drasticaly altered
Montana's forests, many of which now have a far
higher tree density than in the past Many forests
have heen stressed by drought and insect damage,
and are susceptible to catastrophic waldfires The
populanity ofthe WI as a site for development in

Affer fisels

freafment

i : .
;;E;i-:gﬁz ;:f__j Montana means that more properties are now at risk
reduce dersity, ofloss from waldfire & key focus of NFP-funded
pruing low projects has been to carry out hazardous fuels

G duction projects that help create defensibl
e reduction projects elp create defensible space

slash, defensible
SNeE MOW 2xisfs,

on private property and create firebreals that wall
help keep waldfire from spreading from forests into
neathy residential areas.

The Value of Hazaragous Fuels Treatment

“| "he average cost of hazardous fuels i
treatment in Montanais between $760 & -
and $1,000 an acre, ranging from ashout $250
to $2,200. The per acre cost depends on
factors including site conditions such as tree
density, steepniess of dope, and presence of
infrastructure, the type of treatment emploved
{for example, whether by hand or machine,
and the type of equipment used) the means
used for slash disposal, and whether any of the
material removed has commercial value that
can offset some ofthe costs. Funds awarded
through the NFP for hazardous fuels treatment
on private land require a cost share from the
landoweners to cover a porfion of the wotl
Iiost of the miheation worl for fuel s treatment
projects 15 done by private contractors.
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Examples of NFP Hazardous Fuels Treatment Projects
Administered by DNRC
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W Denotes wark stll in progress. The
cther projects have been completed.

Lol Pavtners Play Key RORS in Ieiplermén ting NFP Projects

[ WRC delivers MFF programs with the assistance
oflocal partners. Some partners have uged a

portion oftheir NFP funding to hire part-time or

full-time coordinators who are responsihle for the

imnpottant tasks o fhuilding and sustaining collshorative

relationships atnong the many partners -

involved in waldfire harard mutigation

projects, worlnng wath private landowners

and contractors who carry out the mitization

worle, ensuring that work 15 carried out

M uch ofthe actual fuels reduction work 15 carred

out by private contractors wath professional

expenence as arhonists or foresters, who specalize

it the wotk needed to reduce fuel loads and create

defensihle space. Contractors selectiwely thin and
prune tregs, remove brush, dispose of
slash, and are experienced in workang
around structures and infrastrachure that
normally 15 not present in commercial
logoing projects. Hazardous fuels treatment

according to the terms of contracts and
agreements, tmanaging project finances,
and reporting results to the DNRC The
equivalent of 10 to 12 full-ime poations
are currently suppotted by MFP funding

to catry out this wotk, and are essential to
the successful implementat on of val dfire

hazard mitigation projects.

Faf MeFEelvey, Lewis and
Clark Cowry Frevenfion ad
Mifigafion Frogram, Dupects
a fliels freafmert preject.

Top cower photo ofthe Robert Fire by Karen Mchols, Day infer Lake, Kalizpell, MT.

Perzors math dizahbiliies whao need an altemative, acce zhle format of thiz document should contact DMRC at Department of Matural Rezources and
Corservaton, Forestry Diizion, 2705 Spurgin Road, Masoula, MTAS9804-3199. Phane @06) 5424300 or faz @067 542-4217. 500 copies of this d ooy ment
mere published at an edirmated cost of B2 per copy. The total cogt of $1 350 includes $1 350 far privting and $ for diztibution.

projects have also created new jobs that
are especially important in areas where
traditional forest industnies are declining,

LOCA! donadrrii @15 niald DAL (Tt il
iR AT pv o ddd Mrawmin M
L]

A Frg o D el Y 3

l"“‘j‘l‘l' EANSTdr« vh O w21 ol L

wrlir b #l MChGivil y, LEwAE 4Nl
AL{TTy FPHCa~SiLICn and Ml Cal |1 EN

M OFy aim




	NFP_Page_1.jpg
	NFP_Page_2.jpg
	NFP_Page_3.jpg
	NFP_Page_4.jpg
	NFP_Page_5.jpg
	NFP_Page_6.jpg

